House Unit Opens 
Probe of Slayings 
Of JFK , Dr. King 

I ^ ^ By Richard L. Lyons 

Washington Post Staff Writer 

The House Select Committee on As- 
sassinations has begun what may be 
the biggest and most expensive of 
congressional investigations as it 
seeks final answers to the murders of 
John F, Kennedy and the Rev. Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. 

The committee yesterday issued 
about 10 subpoenas seeking informa- 
tion from various agencies on the 
shooting deaths of President Kennedy 
in Dallas in 1963 and of Dr. King in 
Memphis in 1968. The committee, cre- 
ated by the House in September, is 
seeking answers to lingering ques- 
tions as to whether Lee Harvey Os- 
wald alone killed Kennedy and 
whether James Earl Ray alone killed 
King or whether the accused assassins 
were part of large conspiracies. 

The committee staff would not say 
specifically what the first subpoenas 
sought. But they reportedly were sent 
to law enforcement agencies that had 
expressed willingness to turn over the 
materials but wanted them submitted 
under subpoena. 

The committee will have only begun 
its work when it expires with the end 
of the 94th Congress on Jan. 3. But it 
is expected to be speedily reconsti- 
tuted and to continue its work on a 
greatly expanded scale. 

The probe could last the full two- 
year life of the 95th Congress. Now 
that the House has decided the inves- 
tigation is needed, it would be politi- 
cally difficult to ; cut it short because 
that would leave the committee open 
to charges of cover-up. 

The committee is now operating on a 
budget of $150,000 and has assembled 
a staff of about 25 with headquarters 
in three rooms of an old FBI building 
back of the HEW headquarters which 
the House has taken over as an annex. 

Chief Counsel Richard A. Sprague 
is working up a budget proposal that 
calls for a staff of 170 persons next 
year. Such a staff could run the cost 
up to S3 mPlion or S4 million it the 
investigation lasts more than a year. 

The biggest recent congressional in- 
vestigations were the Senate Water- 
gate investigation in 1973-74 and the 
House Judiciary Committee’s inquiry 
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that recommended impeachment of 
President Mxon In 1974. The Senate 
investigation cost about $2 million 
over 19 months and had a professional 
staff of 25 with backup personnel. The 
impeachment inquiry cost nearly $1.5 
million and had a staff of just over 
100 at the peak. 

The proposed cost of the assassina- 
tion inquiry has raised some eyebrows 
at the Capitol. But Chief Counsel 
Sprague, a tough Pennsylvania prose- 
cutor who won a murder conviction 
against ousted United Mine Workers 
President W.A. (Tony) Boyle in the 
killing of UMW rebel Joseph Yablon- 
ski, tells members that if they are go- 
ing to -'make an 1 investigation : they 
should do it right— tp end the doubts, 
not conduct a halfway investigation 
that leaves them hanging. 

To Sprague the job is a criminal ' in- 
vestigation of two homicides, ' from 


scratch. By contrast, the impeachment 
inquiry did no investigating of its 
own. It assembled and evaluated in- 
formation collected by others — much 
of it on Nixon's tapes. 

At a meeting this week, the assassi- 
nation committee, on Sprague’s rec- 
ommendation, created two subcommit- 
tions of the two deaths. One, headed 
by Rep. Richardson Preyer (D-N.C.), 
will look into the death "of Kennedy. 
The other, headed by Delegate Walter 
E. Fauntroy (D-D.C.), will investigate 
the death of Dr. King, %ith whom he 
worked in the 1960s. 

The proposed budget would assign 
to each of these subcommittees 15 at- 
torneys, 25 investigators and "40 back- 
up personnel. 

Ever since the two leaders \yere 
killed, there have been doubters that 
Oswald, who was killed before he was 
brought to trial, anci Ray, who 

pleaded guilty and never went to trial, 
acted alone. Congressional leaders 
had resisted pleas for further inquir- 
ies. 

But this year the House went ahead 
because of new information, such as 
revelations about efforts by the CIA 
to assassinate Cuban leader Fidel Cas- 
tro before Kennedy’s assassination, 
and the request by black members of 
Congress for a joint inquiry into the 
two deaths. 

Rep. Thomas N. Downing (D-Va.), 
as chief sponsor of the resolution 
creating the committee, was named 
chairman. But he will retire from 
Congress at the end of the year. If 
tradition is followed, Rep. Henry B. 
Gonzalez (D-Tex.), committee vice 
chairman and longtime sponsor of a 
similar resolution, will become chair- 
man in January, 
ary. 



